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Rotarians of Amateur Radio activated special event stations worldwide on the weekend of Rotary’s birth-
day on February 22 & 23, 2014.

These stations informed thousands of people worldwide 
about Rotary and the Polio Plus program.  From the activi-
ties of the stations that we followed closely, there were at 
least 8,500 website hits on QRZ.com, in only 48 hours.    
So we had that much free publicity for Polio Plus, ROAR, 
and Rotary International.  [Ed:  Other sources say there were 
up to 10,000 total hits.] —cont. on page 2

 —submitted by Diane Main VK4DI 

—Richard Spingarn TI7/AA2UP

From the Editor:                        Welcome to this issue of ROAR Communicator.  Our headline topic is this 
year’s sharp increase in both participation and publicity from the many “End Polio Now” stations on the air 
in February.  Also, there are two interesting articles about the antennas some of our well-
known members are using.  In fact, Pertti EA7GSU designed, built and tested an antenna 
in a brief race with the Communicator deadline.  We have a story from India about a 
Rotary club president who is also a ham.  And there’s a bit of history from Honduras, 
when ham radio was the only way you could get a quick message out.  Of course, this 
issue also has much news of the upcoming RI Convention in Sydney, including the AGM 
and VI2R, our planned special event station in the House of Friendship.
This will be my last Communicator issue as your editor.  I am very grateful that former President Pertti 
and President Bill gave me the opportunity to do this for the past several years.  It has been both fun and  
rewarding.  Along with my wife, Penny, who designed each issue, I will be traveling a lot in coming 
months, and thereafter we will be pursuing other interests.  I want to thank all of the many members who 
have sent in interesting articles about ham radio and Rotary activities from all over the world.  It has 
been a pleasure and an honor to work with you and with ROAR.

We had a ball!  Talking about 
Rotary and the End Polio Now 
campaign was something we all 
enjoyed. 
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President Bill submitted a news bulletin for the weekly WIA (Wireless Institute of Australia) News broadcast. The 
editor, Graham Kemp, is a Rotarian.  This was broadcast Australia-wide for four weeks.
The following stations in Australia participated.
VI4POLIO in Queensland: ROAR President Bill, Diane, and daughter Alizah (all Rotarians) contacted 905 hams 
with over 3,500 hits on QRZ
VI6POLIO Wally Gelok VK6YS, in Western Australia:  296 contacts, 46 different countries, 1,350 lookups on QRZ
VI3POLIO Lee Moyle VK3GK, Peter Lowe VK3KCD, and Peter Rentsch VK3FPSR in Victoria:  640 contacts, 1800 
lookups on QRZ
VI2POLIO PDG Noel McLaren VK2IWT, in New South Wales:  26 contacts
VI7POLIO PP Reg Emmett VK7KK, in Tasmania:  Local contacts only
Thanks to Mark Wallace for letting us use his iconic photo of the Sydney Opera House lit up with “End Polio Now” 
“Thanks Rotary” for our QSL card. 
Congratulations also go to YO9POLIO in Romania: 1,680 contacts in all continents with 2,046 website lookups.
Other stations were on air in the USA, Spain and France. 
The best part was talking to polio survivors and families of polio survivors. It was so humbling to have people say, 
“Thank You Rotary” and “Rotary is really doing good in the world” to us while we were having fun.

Celebrating Rotary and Polio Plus

 YO9POLIO:   Romanian Special Event  “End Polio Now ”  
—submitted by Mihai Malanca YO9BPX, Rosca George YO9BGR, and Duque Vincent YO9BC m 

On 22 and 23 February Romanian hams operated two End Polio Now stations.  They were the Radio Club of 
Ploiesti, supervised of Malanca Mihai, and Duque Vincent’s station with Rosca George as operator.

In Romania the only Rotary Club having radio amateurs among its members is the Rotary Club Ploiesti (Prahova) 
District 2241, Romania and Moldova .  There are three members of Rotary, Ploiesti , who are also members of 
ROAR and the Ploiesti Radio Club (YO9KAG) as well. 

- Malanca Mihai YO9BPX, Professor and Club Manager
- Rosca George YO9BGR 
- Duque Vincent YO9BC —cont. on page 3

—cont. from page 1
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YO9POLIO—cont. from page 2

 CQ Polio:  Working a Pile-Up from the Comfort of Home
—submitted by Pertti Kause EA7GSUm

It was in January 2012 that the Governor 
of my District 2203 and my fellow club 
member EA7EGS asked me to be on the air 
on 23rd February to promote the Rotary 
polio campaign. There was not much time 
for promotion amongst the members but 
somehow Dan KB6NU and Bill VK4ZD 
got the message and joined me on that very 
day. 

It became obvious that the idea was feasible 
and when QRZ.com showed that Bill had 
had more than 2,000 queries that the pro-
motion had gone home. It was immediately 
clear to me that a special call sign would 
increase interest and bring more “info- 
hungry” hams to the website. 

In many countries a special call sign is against the regulations but more and more authorities do see the potential of 
promoting activities of beneficial purpose. The following year (2013) Bill got the VI4POLIO call and Dan had W8P.  
Later that year when I was preparing for the 2014 RI birthday and contacted the post office, I was informed that an 
amendment in regulations is on its way.  It did not get approval in time to permit me to have a “-polio” call sign this 
year. I am living in hope to be proud owner of a proper call next year.

Activity this year was astonishing and more than a dozen of stations were on the air, some of them with more than 
one radio. Lookup’s on QRZ.com pages totaled well over 10,000! The number of QSO’s varied depending on the 
way of operation, i.e. pile-up or chatting mode. Bill VI4POLIO, having a strong signal in Europe, had a crowd like 
the highest “wanted countries” pile-up.  I, having an “ordinary” call, was chatting about the project and results.  
I noticed slightly better success on the 10-meter band. 

It is worth it to start planning for the next year now, to contact the authorities for the special 
call, to prepare an information-filled website in QRZ.com, and to publicise your intentions, 
and ours, well in advance. It is an opportunity to experience a pile-up without traveling! 

At the request of the Ploiesti Radio Club, Romanian authorities allowed the stations to use the call YO9POLIO. 

Here are a few comments the Ploiesti Radio Club collected from the operators.                                              

1. There were 1,680 QSOs on all bands (10, 15, 20, 40, 80 meters).  We used phone, CW and digital modes.   We 
believe the response could be much bigger if we operated  “contest style”.  However, we agreed here to consider our 
contacts as a way to inform our correspondents about Rotary International and ROAR.

2. We have noted that a great number of radio amateurs had no idea about Rotary and, worse, about ROAR.  The 
questions raised about it and our answers took in some cases more than 20 minutes.  Our nice QSL, professionally 
made by our good friend YO6OEV, also contains a lot of information to reinforce what we did on the air.

3. We think that it might be a good idea to send an article about the essence of the action taken by ROAR to “End 
Polio Now” to as many radio clubs possible. We hope that they will agree to publish it in their club newsletters.   
I could do it as an official ON4VE member, without any problem for U.B.A. (Belgium) and R.E.F. ( Ex : F5 WD ).  
What about VK’s,  USA (ARRL), etc?
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—cont. on page 5

Reprinted with kind permission of the author and Break-In Magazine 
© Douglas Birt and NZART Inc. 

Members of Rotary International often form themselves into “interest groups”.  There are Caravan Groups, Chess 
Groups, Yachting Groups, and many others.  The primary one I belong to is ROAR (Rotarians of Amateur Radio).  
Every week we have several ROAR nets, and two nets I regularly attend are a 40 metre Sunday afternoon net with 
Australian Rotarians, and the 20 metre ANZO (Australia/New Zealand/Oceania) net with European Rotarians.  It 
is a challenge to be able to communicate reliably every week despite the condition of the sun-spots, and one of the 
principle ingredients is good antennas.

The 160 meter Full Wave Loop Skywire

The Net Controller of the ANZO net is usually Bill, VK4ZD whose signals at my QTHs (at both Gisborne and 
Auckland) have been consistently exceptional on both the 40 m and the 20 m nets.  But what is more significant 
is that his signals to virtually all the European stations have also been consistently good.  He has been giving 57 
reports to European stations that I can’t even detect. Except for occasional perverse propagation conditions, Bill’s 
signal generally outshine all other VK and ZL stations trying to work into Europe on those nets.

How does he do it?  I asked him about his antenna by email, and this is what he replied to me:

I have two 160m horizontal triangular loops.
I have found that on 160m the result is different locally (inside vk/zl as well) between the 2 loops.
There is a marked difference between directionality with the 2 loops on the higher frequencies (even 40m).
I have one that is fed at the centre of the ‘base’ of the antenna with the ‘apex’ in a southerly direction.
That is the one I use on our 40m net.
When Europe calls me I get a better result usually on the other loop for some reason.
The 2nd loop is fed at one corner of the loop (the corner closest to the shack).
The feed system is a compromise.
The primary usage is not on 160m so I am happy to use an ATU to use the loop on 160m.
The antenna loads within 2 to 1 on 10, 15, 20, 40 and the lower part of 80m.
I suspect that the antennas do behave like rhombics.
I use a 4 to 1 balun and then simply run UR67 or RG8 to the shack.
A nicer way to do it would be to feed the antenna with balanced feeder and sort it out with the ATU.
Average height in the trees is probably about 60’ or 18m with the highest point being at least 25m, maybe even 30m.
I hope that helps a bit.
Regards
73
Bill, VK4ZD

When I asked Bill if he knew these antennas would work so well when he originally built them, he replied:

I had been led to believe that they could work on the higher frequencies by a local ham so I gave it a shot. He was only 
using an 80m loop so I gave the 160m loop a go and it proved very successful I believe.
The trees were there and I looked for the most practical ones to try that were somewhat equidistant from each other.
The first loop I did was the one I use for the 40m net.
The other one was erected with a view to provide my XYL with an antenna to use during contests when we go ‘multi-
2’.  It turned out to be more useful than the original :)
73
Bill, VK4ZD

The 160 m horizontal triangular loops are merely a variation of the horizontal “Sky Wire” which is popular on 80 m 
throughout New Zealand.  In researching this antenna it appears that one of the earliest articles was by Dave Fisher 
in QST of November 1985.  An early computer analysis by Doug DeMaw, W1FB appeared in a QST article in May 
1990, closely followed by an article by Paul Carr N4PC in CQ Magazine dated August 1990.  These all tell a similar 
story – at the fundamental frequency of the full wave loop it behaves as an NVIS (Near Vertical Incidence Sky-wave) 
antenna, in which the maximum radiation is essentially straight upwards.  This makes it a very good antenna for local 

Some Antennas I Have Known — Part 2 —submitted by Douglas Birt ZL1BFS 
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Some Antennas I Have Known —cont. from page 4

communications, but it is not much good for long distance communications on its design frequency.  As the antenna 
is operated on higher and higher harmonics, the antenna develops multiple side lobes at very low elevation angles, so 
that at eight times the fundamental it becomes almost omni-directional with a very low take-off angle.  This makes it a 
very good DX antenna, as will be seen from the following (adapted) azimuth and elevation chart.

The idea that this antenna may have some similar properties to a rhombic was investigated by Paul Carr, N4PC 
in the August 1990 CQ article.  He converted his 80 m loop to a small rhombic configuration, but with an open 
circuit at the far corner.  This made it a bi-directional antenna which on tests had almost identical performance to 
the sky-wire from which it was developed.  It had one significant advantage over the sky-wire, and that is that this 
80m antenna now worked very well on 160 metres.  This idea was further developed in a subsequent CQ article 
in December 1990.  He developed a ¾ wavelength 80 m sky-wire, which resulted in the usual NVIS effect on 80 
metres being converted to an 80 m low takeoff antenna – which was good for 80m DX.  N4PC supports this claim 
with computer simulations and on-air results.

Of course, not everybody has the real estate to put up a 160 metre 
Sky-wire, let alone two! Bill lives at Gatton (about 100km inland 
from Brisbane) but he has a rural lot at Lockyer Waters, where 
his ham shack and antenna farm are. You can see the develop-
ment of the Lockyer Waters site in the April 2013 edition of the 
Roar Communicator magazine.  Go to www.ifroar.org, select 
Communicator from the menu bar, and select April 2013.

In the normal tradition of radio Amateurs, a good signal wasn’t 
good enough for Bill, so he improved his signal to Europe by 
migrating to a five band Cubical Quad on his Lockyer Waters site, 
which seems to get even better results into Europe – but that does 
not diminish the fact that even with the Sky-wires, his signals are 
still better than almost every other station on the ANZO ROAR 
net.

An Innovative Counter-poise Earth

One of the consistently strongest stations on the 20m ANZO net 
has been Pertti, EA7GSU from Spain.  Then one week he started 
appearing on the 40 m Australian net, with a signal at my QTH 
(when I was in Gisborne) of 57, - stronger than all the VK stations 
except for the net controller.  A few days later (on 15 June 2012) he 
sent me the following email:

Hello, this is my 40m antenna.  Before you start doing anything, go 
to QRZ.com and look for G4AKC.  Pay attention to his “tuning the 
body of the bicycle”!

Azimuth and elevation plots of a 60 foot 
high sky-wire, working on the eighth 
harmonic of its basic frequency

My aerial is 10.1 m long aluminium pipe with a roll of fencing net as 
a counter-poise. It is tuned to minimum SWR with a special network 
(LC) between the braid of the feeding coax and the roll.  Antenna is 
connected directly with the centre wire. 
It gives two S-units better reception than a full size dipole and reports 
from VK/ZLK have been 55 – 57 (200W).
This solution I have used last summer when making my “Vuelta 
Iberica”. And will be using this summer as well.
Simple my dear Watson!
73
Pertti EA7GSU

—cont. on page 6
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using a 100 watt mobile rig during this tour was as good or better to and 
from NZ than most of the other home-station Europeans on the net.

What was the secret of Pertti’s phenomenal signals?  Apart from the par-
ticular phase of the sun-spot cycle, the clue seems to be in Pertti’s opening 
comments.  He says “Go to QRZ.com and look up G4AKC.”  That article 
is, regrettably, no longer on the web, but when I originally looked it up it 
described how G4AKC has been wandering around England operating  
bicycle mobile, with unbelievably good signal reports from all over the  
world.  His secret was that he tuned the bicycle frame as a counter-poise  
for his bicycle mounted whip aerial.  It appears to dramatically improve  
the radiation efficiency.

Pertti decided to adapt the bicycle mobile idea to the home-station environment.  When I questioned him about his 
40 m vertical, he assured me that there were no earth rods and no radials.  The only earth was the wire roll which 
was tuned with a series tuned LC network to the coax braid.  He agreed that the aerial might work better with 
some earth radials – these would de-tune the existing LC network, which would simply need to be re-tuned for the 
expanded earth system.

After one QSO with Pertti, he admitted that during the QSO he had been swap-
ping between the GP (the Ground Plane with the wire roll counter-poise) and a 
full sized 40 metre dipole, and I had not noticed any difference in signal strength 
between the two aerials.  

What amazed me was that week after week, Pertti would join the Australian 40m 
net, using his wire bundle counterpoise, and the signal I received in my Gisborne 
QTH was better than most of the VKs on the net.  Regretfully, that period of 
Cycle 24 has now passed, and we can now rarely work on 40m.

A few weeks later he extended the length of the aluminium vertical element, 
and added a top hat consisting of four horizontal elements.  He added a second 
series tuned LC circuit tuned to 80 metres, and he reported it seemed to be going 
well on that band too.  The 80m series tuned circuit was permanently connected 
in parallel with the 40 m LC circuit to the single coax feed-line, and he was able to 
switch at his rig end between 80 m and 40 m with no other tuning at the aerial base.

With the rapidly declining sunspot numbers and my relocation of QTH I have  
not attempted to work him on 80 metres, but he told me “80m CQWW CW is  
my favourite contest and clearly it will help me later this Autumn.” He entered  
that contest in 2012, and there is a full account in the January 2013 edition of the ROAR Magazine 
“Communicator” – see www.ifroar.org and click on “Communicator” in the menu bar, then select January 2013.  I 
read about his frustration at one stage of trying to work a ZL on his 80m vertical, only to be foiled by QRM from 
many other stations who did not seem to stop and listen! 

Pertti lives at Costa del Sol in southern Spain – the antipodes of NZ. It appears he originally hailed from Finland, 
and last year made a road trip between Spain and Finland, working mobile.  

Apart from his success working on 40m. Pertti has consistently good signals on the 20m net too.  He has a 200 watt 
base station, and a 2-element Yagi, yet I receive him regularly at R5 S7-8 which on a week after week basis is as 
good or better than most of the other European stations.  I don’t know whether it is his antipodean location, or his 
antennas, but Pertti always seems to put one of the best European signals into NZ.  There must be something we 
can learn from this.

Douglas ZL1BFS
kdbirt@gisborne.net.nz

Some Antennas I Have Known —cont. from page 5

Pertti’s “Vuellta Iberica” was a tour of major places throughout Spain 
and Portugal.  During that tour he operated mobile from his car, 
using a whip aerial which was counterpoised by tuning the body of 
his car with a similar series LC circuit.  His signal on the ROAR net 

The bottom part of Pertti EA7GSU’s 40 
metre vertical.  Note the roll of fence-
wire which is the only earth counter-
poise he uses.

The series tuned LC circuit to the 
role of fencing wire.
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A Helpful Ham —submitted by Dr. Bert Grapes VE3BGG 

This is a story from days before cell phones and the Internet and how amateur radio was the only means by which I 
could get an important message out.

It was surprisingly warm at 5,000 ft. high in the western mountains of Honduras in October 1968. I was there on 
behalf of “Care Canada” to help out in the little hospital at Santa Rosa. The population of the town was a mixture of 
Spaniards, Spanish/Mayans and Mayas of pure native blood. The case load kept me busy with the usual problems—
gall bladders, hernias, fractures, and the occasional gunshot or machete wound.  But I managed to keep up, despite 
my garbled Spanish. 

I had made arrangements with my wife Margaret to meet me in Mexico City on a particular date at the end of 
October after I finished in Santa Rosa. We planned to visit the sites of this magnificent old city and go on to 
Acapulco for a bit of leisurely recreation. To my dismay I discovered that Honduras Air  had changed schedules and 
I would have to leave Santa Rosa a day later than expected. Margaret would be expecting me and I had to let her 
know pretty fast.  What to do?  Trying to telephone from Santa Rosa to Canada—or to anywhere from Honduras 
for that matter—was hopeless.  Sending a letter to Canada would have been useless too.

However, the local travel agent told me that there was a ham radio station in Santa Rosa and maybe the operator 
might help me. At that time I knew next to nothing about ham radio.  (Once, one of my surgical colleagues who 
was a ham had allowed me to use his radio to talk to our daughter in New Zealand where she was spending a year 
as a Rotary exchange student.)

After finding the station, I explained my problem to the operator (his English was much better than my Spanish) 
and he readily agreed to try to help me.  I called into the microphone several times “CQ VE3 CQ VE3. This is 
Honduras Radio five”.  Sure enough a ham in Toronto answered and I explained my problem to him.  I asked if he 
would place a collect call to my home telephone number and he readily agreed. Margaret answered and my prob-
lem was solved. What a relief!

Thank goodness for ham radio and the wonderful attitude of hams everywhere helping others.

I want to add that while helping to care for the local population of Santa Rosa, I grew to greatly admire the Mayan 
people.  When I had a few days off toward the end of my term of duty I went to visit the wonderful ancient Maya 
ruins in Copan.  I will never forget this experience.

Dr. Bert Grapes graduated from the University of Toronto 
School of Medicine in 1948, followed eventually by five 
years of surgical training at the University of Toronto. 
He and his wife, Margaret, settled in Galt, Ontario (later 
Cambridge, Ontario) in 1955 where he ran a consulting 
surgical practice until 1992.
After being asked to join the Rotary Club of Hespeler 
(adjoining Galt) in 1956, he then helped organize a new 
Rotary club in Galt and became president of that club 
in 1974-75.  He was elected Governor of District 7080 
during 1994-95.   Bert remains an Honourary District 
Governor.  
He and his wife have three children and six grandchildren scattered across Canada.
Bert is a member of the Cambridge Amateur Radio Club but, he says, “I don’t get out to many 
of their monthly meetings. I am in my 89th year.” 
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On Sunday, 9 March 2014, the Tiruchengode Repeater Club (TCD) held a meeting at Yercaud, Salem District India.  
More than 200 delegates participated.   During this meeting, President M. Subramanyam VU2ZUB, of Rotary 
Bangalore East, received a Golden Award for his service to the community.

In a speech titled “Rotary to Non-Rotarians”, the president had the pleasure of informing the many  delegates about 
Rotary and its missions.   The goals of Rotary can benefit from the communications activities of amateur radio and 
amateur radio can likewise benefit from the leadership and influence of Rotary, he said. 

President M. Subramanyam also took this opportunity to tell the gathering about Rotary’s many humanitarian 
projects, such as heart surgery, pacemaker donations, dialysis support and other projects that concern the commu-
nity.  The delegates appreciated the service of Rotary in RI District 3190.

Ham Rotary President Wins Award in India
—submitted by S.R. Yogananda 

Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator (RRFC), Zone 5 (Southern India, Sri Lanka & Maldives) 

President M. Subramanyam 
of Rotary Bangalore East,  
an amateur radio operator  
for more than two decades, 
was recognized with a 
GOLDEN AWARD.

A Quick Antenna              —submitted by Pertti Kause EA7GSU 

Crazy ideas sometimes need to be tested and sometimes you need an excuse to get going.  President Bill 
asked for contributions to the Communicator, so I decided to build an antenna, test it, and write about it in 
the space of just a few days.

My experience with car aerials made me think of tuning ground-plane radials. If you want to have it up 
fast, you use some pipe and that shall become the counterpoise.

The antenna is 5.05 meters long (about 16.5 feet) and insulated with a piece of water hose.  It is attached 
to the aluminum counterpoise.  The antenna is is designed for the 14 Mhz band.  I used coax to wind a 
15-turn RF choke and connected it to the antenna.  I attached the coax braid to both the tuning unit and to 
the counterpoise. A green empty screw box (see photo) contains a 12-turn, 2-cm coil made of 1.5 mm wire 
in series with 2x400 pF variable condenser.  This is also connected to the counterpoise.

My antenna was tuned hanging out from a first-floor window.   The SWR 
was 1:1.3 over a wide portion of the band.  However, there are losses some-
where; it is not a perfect antenna but it is receiving and transmitting.   

On Thursday morning, 16 April, at 
0300 I worked a ZL2 with 569 both 
ways and two hours 
later W1AW/5 with 
59 both ways.
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Silent Keys
 
Mike Davidson G4WRU

Michael was made for Rotary, and Rotary was made for Michael. For him the concept of  “Service Above 
Self ” was no idle phrase. He put it into action for sixteen years as a member.

He joined the Barkingside club having 
been motivated by a weekend at District 
Conference accompanying Sandra, who 
was already a member of the Rotary 
Club of Redbridge. From his earliest days 
in the club he took a full and active part 
in all our activities and his hand was al-
ways the first in the air when a volunteer 
was requested for any reason.

When a speaker at a club meeting asked 
for volunteer minibus drivers for the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society at the Marjorie 
Collins Centre, Michael got quietly 
involved within days. He drove for one 
or two days a week for many years and in 
due course enthused two other members 
of the club to join him.

Another speaker, another request, and Michael got involved with the Books on Wheels project, choosing 
books and taking them to local people unable to get to the library. He still found time to deliver Kosher 
Meals on Wheels, and also to be a regular blood donor.

He was an enthusiastic member of ROAR and in later years he spent his Mondays operating the radio on 
HMS Belfast moored next to Tower Bridge. At the hour of his funeral the flags aboard the Belfast  were 
flown at half-mast.

In the club he was often a calming influence when things got 
heated, and a source of practical good sense and advice when 
needed.

His standing in the club was evident when he was elected to serve 
as President in our 50th year and he led the quite substantial 
celebrations with dignity and efficiency.  He took responsibility 
for organising our programme of speakers for five years, and had 
completed a successful year as International Committee chair-
man before he suffered the first signs of his illness.

He is, and will be, fondly remembered and sadly missed.

Used by kind permission of the Barkingside Rotary Club Bulletin.
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Reuben Merchant W2GLF and Violet Merchant WA2SQU

Reuben “Rube” Merchant W2LGF of Pasadena, age 96, died on July 18, 2013 from complications following 
hip surgery.  He was an avid participant in ROAR and could be heard frequently on its nets.  Reuben’s wife 
of 68 years, Violet Merchant WA2SQU, died a few days later at the age of 93.

Reuben was a regular contributor to the Monday morn-
ing 14.257 HF net and 145.180 Tuesday evening Pasadena 
Radio Club net and others, including several ROAR nets.  
His deep voice and easily-remembered phonetic call 
sign “W2 Let’s Go Fishing” quickly made him a welcome 
member of a QSO. Rube and Violet attended break-
fast meetings with fellow PRC members at Brookside 
Restaurant.

Rueben graduated from Rensselaer High School 
(Rensselaer, NY), Union College (NY) (BS in Electrical 
Engineering), and State University of New York at Albany 
(Masters in Public Administration). He married Violet 
Norden, July 14, 1945, in Manhasset, Long Island, NY, 
when he was working at Sperry Rand in Garden City, 
Long Island. After a few years he moved back to Nassau, 
NY, where he raised his family. For most of his career he 
worked at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, 
NY, first teaching math and physics, and later serv-
ing in various senior administrative positions includ-
ing Director of Evening Studies, Dean, Provost, and 
Executive Vice President of the college. 

In retirement, Reuben lived in Queensbury NY, Henderson NV, and Pasadena CA, and he traveled through-
out much of the United States with his wife in their RV. His hobbies included amateur radio, square dance 
calling, folk dancing, gardening, and fishing. He was a member of multiple amateur radio clubs, Rotary 
Club International, the Family Motor Home Coach Association, and Skandia Lodge.

Reuben was a generous, hardworking, humble and honest man with a delightful sense of humor. He always 
tried to make life easier for those around him. Both Reuben and Violet will be deeply missed by family, 
friends, and the many who benefited from their warm friendship.

Used with kind permission from the Pasadena California Radio Club (PRC) Bulletin



ifroar.org

ROAR Communicator 11                                 May 2014

They say things go in cycles and ROAR in New Zealand must be doing just that—improving from the bottom of the cycle.

I joined ROAR soon after receiving my General Operator’s Certificate in February 2011. At that time there were five or 
six ZLs listed in the directory, but no mention of a local net. Time seemed to have eroded local support of ROAR and 
most of those listed in the directory were no longer active. My first appearance on the ANZO net was in May 2011 and 
strong contacts were recorded with Klaus HB9CQS, Bill VK4ZD, Peter VK3KCD, Pertti EA7GSU, and Coco YO9BC. 

This impressed me as I was not only welcomed, but had the pleasure of contacting more stations than those said 
to be locals. I also recall an immense sense of relief at making good contacts.  My rig was a recently-purchased 
IC7000, with its AH4 tuner  and a Yaesu power supply.  The antenna was a hastily-constructed, undersized, G5RV 
hooked through the window.  If you cannot work three-deep menus flawlessly, the IC 7000 is not for you. However, 
in my opinion it is one of the most versatile and cost effective entry-level transceivers supported in the NZ market.

Since that time there have been improvements and this short article covers some of the things we have done in NZ 
to stir up interest amongst Rotarians who might join us one day and what we have learned en-route.

ROAR in NZ:  There are 273 Rotary clubs in New Zealand, averaging 35 members per club. The question that 
at least two of them regularly ask themselves is this: with over 9,500 Rotarians, how come ZL can only get two or 
three of them to join in the ROAR nets?  It should not be such a wishful question as there are about 6,000 licensed 
operators and, doubtless, many are also Rotarians.

At present, Doug ZL1BFS, Bob ZL1RD, and I are the only ZL’s you are likely to hear on the ROAR international 
nets. Since May 2012,The NZ-wide net has been a consistent twosome—Doug ZL1BFS and I—on a variety of 
frequencies at 2000 hrs local time.

What have we been doing about ROAR NZ and how have the NZ nets progressed since inception?

We thought the best way to kindle interest was through advertising in the 
NZ amateur radio periodical “Break In”.   NZART members enjoy gratis 
advertising content (space permitting). The editor kindly offered to run a 
series of advertisements (as shown at left) and also inserted a short article 
in the annual Call Book. We hoped that exposure in this well-thumbed 
book would enhance ROAR’s standing in the NZ amateur community.

The advertising run continued in several editions over six months. Ads 
were certainly noticed and resulted in some feedback.  Alas, we still await 
the inrush of new members.

In parallel with the campaign in amateur radio publications, each of the 
four Rotary districts was asked to run a similar notice on their website 
and to include it in the DG’s monthly letter to their clubs. Again, this cre-
ated feedback and some finger-pointing by non-amateur radio Rotarians 
who wanted to know why some of their fellow amateur radio Rotarians 
were not participating! For those we followed up, the reasons offered 
included preference for their current schedules or with contesting. 

There was also an unspoken issue:  “Apart from a regular schedule, what other value is there and where is the service 
aspect of Rotary embodied in ROAR?”  I think this is a serious question and merits consideration in the future.

What Doug and I have learned is that ROAR is no different; success is a journey! 

There were a number of other observations that arose during our quest for new members and they might also apply elsewhere.

• Fellowships: the scope and value of Rotary International Fellowships appears to be poorly understood at club  
level throughout NZ. With falling membership in ‘first-world’ districts, there would seem to be huge potential for 
fellowships to add value beyond club membership.
• Participation: Other fellowships note that passive membership is not satisfactory in the long-run. I’m also a 
member of the International Tourism and Hospitality Fellowship (ITHF).  By way of example, their ‘welcome pack’ 
sent to new members stresses the need for active participation and contains practical ideas that might improve 
contact with visiting Fellowship members – or visiting others whilst travelling. 

ROAR in New Zealand — Learning and Opportunities
—submitted by Dr. John P Moriarty ZL2JPM
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ROAR in New Zealand—cont. from page 11

• Service: How can we improve the value of fellowship? In the ITHF, for example, there is QRM-free face-to-face 
contact with visiting Rotarians. My home town (Wellington City) is experiencing greatly increased cruise liner 
arrivals and there is steady stream of Rotarians seeking contact with their fellows when they stop in port. Many 
a happy day has been spent in the company of visiting ITHF members. Included in this vein was a most enjoy-
able meeting with Peter VK3KCD in Wellington on his recent trip to ZL, and a wonderful visit to Bill VK4ZD and 
Diane VK4YL in Gatton last December. We certainly were QRM-free on those occasions.

The ZLs have gone from zero to two or three regular members of the ROAR nets over the past two years so we’ll 
keep at it and strive for better news to share.

NET Experiences.  Our net frequencies and experiences have also changed over the past year or two. The 
original preference for a Tuesday evening net on 80 meters (3.693 MHz) proved to be most satisfactory for a while. 
About a year ago, conditions changed to such an extent that satisfactory contact became nigh impossible due to 
noise. A decision was made to switch to 40 meters (7.118 MHz), keeping the same timeslot.  

The improvement and reliability of 40 meters over 80 meters has endured. Currently local noise is less of an issue 
and nationwide coverage is particularly good for those with dipoles. By way of comparison, I also use HF marine 
bands whilst cruising and the most reliable “anytime” frequencies around NZ are 6.215 MHz and 8.291 MHz. As 
expected, 4.125 MHz is effective at night. However, yachts are blessedly free of local QRM and the resulting signal 
to noise ratio is very favourable. 

Our contribution to the ANZO and Europe nets on Sundays has been a mixed affair.  In my case, the Wellington 
QTH does not enjoy good propagation to the ANZO net (7.118 MHz), but there is a substantial improvement 
when transmitting from our secondary QTH—south of Lake Taupo, 330 kilometers north of Wellington. This loca-
tion is also elevated  at 365 meters above sea level. Similarly, Doug also reports indifferent propagation on this net 
and it is fair to say that satisfactory conditions are uncommon for either of us from our primary QTH.

The European net (14.295.2 MHz) is much more satisfactory—even for my 100 watts and modest dipole. Doug has 
the advantage of a kilowatt and a more effective antenna so he is able to work most stations on Sundays. Plans are 
afoot to improve my Wellington station, but that is another story for another day! 

In general, ANZO and Europe net times for ZLs are a bit later than ideal, based on the “grey line”.  But life is like 
that. We do appreciate that our northern fellows are early risers.

Where next?

A net does need at least two members, so we have some work to do to improve our numbers. The earlier promo-
tional avenues via amateur radio publications and Rotary Districts will be repeated after the June 2014 convention 
in Sydney. Attendance from NZ is very strong and affords an opportunity to spark greater interest in fellowships 
and provide a good basis to work from. 

Doug and I look forward to seeing you in Sydney. 73’s from ZL

ANZO Region Report —submitted by Peter Lowe VK3KCD, Vice President, ANZO Region 
Our nets have been active on 20 and 40 meters throughout the year and we have acquired a few new mem-
bers. Our main activity so far has been the polio awareness exercise on February 22 and 23. A number of 
special event stations were active being VI2,3,4,6 and 7POLIO. Some 2,000 on air contacts were made and 
up to 10,000 hits were received on our web pages. A number of Rotarian amateurs who were not aware of the 
fellowship were brought up to date and many discussions were held relating to the progress of the eradication 
of this terrible disease. 
We have also been occupied with the preparations for the Convention in Sydney and progress seems 
satisfactory.
I had the pleasure to be in New Zealand recently and was able to meet Rob ZL1RD and John ZL2JPM. 
Unfortunately, Doug ZL1BFS was out of town.
Our next project after the Convention will a suitable way to recognise 110 years of Rotary next February.



I found my memo that I wrote while I was involved in setting up VI3ROR, the station at 
the RI Convention in Melbourne in May of 1995.  Perhaps it will help you to set up the 
station in Sydney for next world convention.

The world convention began on May 23, 1995.   The whole city of Melbourne was covered 
by yellow flags to welcome Rotarians from all over the world. Over 22,000 Rotarians from 
over 110 countries attended.

Two days earlier, on May 21, I visited the ROAR booth.  ROAR President Coos VE2GTI and 
Norm VK3DNE were setting up antennas. Norm brought his Yaesu FT-990 and a vertical 
ground plane antenna for operating 3.5 to 28 MHz.  Norm also brought a 2-meter repeater.  
Both the HF and VHF antennas were set up on a pedestrian bridge girder.  The first contacts 
from VI3ROR were made by me on 21 MHz.  They were JR1RNG and JP1OMQ (XYL of 
RNG). Then we QSYed to 20 meters.  But we only made contact with three VK3 stations.

Unfortunately, the vertical antenna for HF was not very good for close-in contacts.  However, in the evening, VI3ROR 
was able to make many contacts with Rotarians from North America.

The AGM of ROAR was held on May 28, at a restaurant in city.  I met Mr. Hugh Archer W8JA (SK) there and I was 
very happy that he remembered me well from his visit to the ROAR-J meeting in Tokyo.  I was his interpreter.  Forty-
three ROAR members attended the AGM.  President Coos VE2GTI presided.

The first thing on the agenda was the annual fee.  It was quite hard to collect US $15.00 from some members, but ROAR-J 
members always paid quite well.  Coos asked me to explain how we are so successful in collecting the fees in Japan.

The next item on the agenda was selecting the next president of ROAR.  Mr. Bob Butler WB7RQG was designated. 

Then we voted in the next vice president of ROAR-Asia in advance of the 1996 RI convention that was to be held in 
Taipai in 1996.  Mr. Ando JA3BRD, president of NAGARA Antenna Co. Ltd., was designated to take the reins from for 
Mr. Shige Saito JJ1FXD (ex Chairman of ROAR).   

Mr. Ando resigned after the Taiwan world convention and yours truly was designated after him.  I have been the 
ROAR-Asia VP ever since.

Thinking About Sydney:  Some History from the last RI Convention in Australia

—submitted by Tim Masuda JH1NVZ
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Peter VK3KCD, continues to work very hard on the arrangements for our station in 
the Hall of Friendship at booth 128.   I’m pleased to announce that our callsign will be 
VI2R.  Here are the current details; we hope to have everything finalized soon.

• We will have at the very least one station on air and, more likely, multiple stations 
active from separate locations.   

• We have been negotiating with the Central Coast Amateur Radio Club and its members to remotely con-
trol one of the member’s stations or the club’s own station. 
• It is my intention to use Diane’s (VK4DI) Icom IC-7000 and her SPE Expert 2K-FA at the site of the sta-
tion we are offered.
• The station will be remotely controlled from the convention during convention hours and elsewhere out-
side of convention hours as required. 
• It is our intention to ensure that the station will be operational during propagation to NA, SA and 
Europe.
• Peter has negotiated with Telstra (the major Australian Telco) to provide a dedicated secure internet link 
for ROAR at the conference.

We are looking for a volunteer to design our QSL card.  So if you would like to help, please email me at 
bill@mainlink.net.au 

Hope to see you there!

VI2R on the Air —submitted by Bill Main VK4ZD

[Ed:  The preceding is a letter that Tim recently sent to President Bill]

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

Sydney
Australia 1-4 June 2014
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Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
International Fellowship for Rotarians of Amateur Radio

Sydney, June 2, 2014

16:00 hours local, in the Marine Room (holds 60 people)

1.	 Call	to	order
2.	 Confirmation	of	the	chairperson
3.	 Election	of	the	secretary	 (Suggest Diane VK4KYL)
4.		 Registration	and	introduction	of	the	attendees	(Paper and pens will be available at    
 the entrance for participants to PRINT their particulars)
5.	 Tribute	to	silent	keys	- information from the floor
6.	 Minutes	of	the	last	meeting	in	Lisbon	2013,	published	in	the	September	2013		 	 	 	
	 Communicator (Copies will be available for those who want them)
7.	 Report	of	annual	activities,	published	in	the	September	2013	Communicator     
 (Copies will be available for those who want them)
8.	 Treasurer’s	report	(see p. 16)
9.	 Business	arising	from	2013	minutes?		
10.		 Introduction	to	ROAR	President	Elect	2015-2018
11.		 ROAR	-	Asia
	 -	 Acknowledgement	of	the	many	years	of	excellent	service	by	ROAR	Regional			 	
	 	 Vice	President	for	Asia,	Tim	Masuda	JH1NVZ
	 -	 Introdction	of	the	new	ROAR	Regional	Vice	President	for	Asia
12.		 DISCUSSION
	 (A)	 Continued	on-air	promotion	of	Rotary’s	birthday	and	the	goal	to	eliminate		 	 	
	 	 polio	worldwide.
	 (B)	 Suggestion	from	our	Secretary,	Andy	AE5EA
	 	 - When someone makes a dues payment between April and June, we currently give   
  them credit for the year in which they pay.  We should give them credit for the remainder  
  of the year plus the next year.
  - If we want Rotarian amateurs who are in arrears on their dues to continue to be   
  members of ROAR, I suggest that during the next Rotary year we contact all who are   
  in arrears on dues and actually are no longer members of ROAR and offer a one-time   
  opportunity to pay dues for 2014-15, and we will forgive all back dues owed.  For most  
  of these Rotarians, I have an email address, and for those for whom I don’t I have a home  
  address.  Snail mail would be a little costly, but I think it will pay for itself in membership  
  renewals.  I’ll be glad to write the letter, copy it to you for correction, approval, etc., and  
  get it out early in the new Rotary year.

	 (C)	 Suggestion	to	add	a	multi-lingual	database	to	the	existing	ROAR	website	by			 	
	 	 Bill	VK4ZD:	
	 	 - Enable members to update their own details on the website.  
  - Have the website advise a member (and the secretary and treasurer) when their  
  membership fees are dues, with the ability to edit the message or turn off the message  
  for any indivdual or group.
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Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

12.		 DISCUSSION, cont.	
  - Accept payments by PayPal (there is already an existing PayPal facility) and update the  
  members’ records accordingly (advising the secretary and treasurer of the details).
  - Provide a Japanese language functional facility for the Japanse members to utilise,  
  particularly for membership fee reminders, etc.
  - New membership applications will be automatically accepted if the applicant is a   
  Rotarian, Rotaractor, retired Rotarian, or the spouse of a ROAR member, who holds   
  a license issued in their own country of residence or who has a genuine interest in   
  shortwave radio.
	 (D)	 A	vote	of	thanks	to	Richard	and	Penny	Spingarn	for	their	superb	work	on	producing		
	 	 our	Communicator.		In	stepping	down	from	the	position	of	editor,	Richard	TI7/	 	
	 	 AA2UP	suggests	the	following:
  - The question is how much the Communicator is read in its current form.  How effective  
  is it to send out an email with the link when many people are inundated with emails every  
  day?  Does that email get shunted aside for more immediate concerns and never is   
  revisited?  I wonder about the readership numbers; for the editor and designer there   
  is a lot of work involved for what appears to be a dearth of response.  Perhaps the new  
  editor needs to consider a different approach.
  - I would suggest using a service like “Survey Monkey” to ask the membership ques-  
  tions about the Communicator—how often they read it and what content they would  
  like to see.  How would they like to receive it?
  - One thing I would definitely counsel against is Facebook, at least as a sole medium.   
  I know of many people who refuse to participate, and recent polls I’ve seen among   
  hams—in QST and eham.net—show that the majority are not interested in these social  
  networks. 
 
	 (E)	 Promotional	materials	for	use	at	Rotary	and	ham	radio	functions
	 (F)	 Purchasing	equipment	for	the	remote	control	of	exhibition	stations
	 (G)	 ROAR	activities	in	Japan
	 (H)	 Planning	ahead	for	RIC	in	Sao	Paulo	and	Seoul
13.	 A	few	words	from	the	President
14.	 General	business	-	any	proposals	for	future	activities
14.	 Closing	

After the AGM we will hold a ROAR dinner, 
to commence at 7:30 pm. 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

Sydney
Australia 1-4 June 2014

      

Treasurer’s Reminder:  If	you	have	not	yet	paid	your	dues,	now	is	the	time!
You	can	find	out	how	to	pay	with	PayPal	by	going	to	our	website:		www.ifroar.org.

                                         —Ed Tyler N4EDT, Treasurer   

http://ifroar.org
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ROAR Communicator is published by President Bill Main VK4ZD  
(RC Gatton and Lockyer, District 9630, Australia) for and on behalf of the 
International Fellowship for Rotarians of Amateur Radio.   
Editor:  Richard Spingarn TI7/AA2UP (former member, RC Ithaca, 
New York USA).

 About ROAR
Rotarians	of	Amateur	Radio	is	one	of	the	oldest	fellow-
ships	of	Rotary	International.		It	was	established	in	1966	by	
Byron	Sharpe	W9BE,	a	Rotarian	from	Illinois,	USA.			In	1989	
one	of	our	ROAR	members,	Hugh	Archer	W8JA,	served	
as	president	of	Rotary	International.		ROAR	members	are	
perhaps	the	most	active	fellowship	in	communicating	with	
each	other	regularly.

Purpose:		ROAR	provides	a	forum	for	the	exchange	of	
views	among	members	who	share	an	interest	in	amateur	
radio,	either	as	licensed	radio	amateurs	or	as	shortwave	
listeners.		We	wish	to	promote	international	understanding	
and	fellowship.	

Eligibility:		To	become	a	member	of	ROAR,	you	must	be	an	
active	Rotarian,	a	Rotaractor	or	a	former	Rotarian,	and	you	
must	be	a	licensed	amateur	operator	or	have	a	genuine	
interest	in	shortwave	radio.		Spouses	of	ROAR	members	
may	also	join.	

Dues:		  The	fellowship	collects	annual	dues	that	cover	the	
cost	of	maintaining	our	member	directory	and	producing	
our	ROAR Communicator newsletter.		

Currently	our	dues	are	$20	US	for	one	year	or	$90	US	for	
five	years	and	can	be	paid	by	visiting	the	website:

http://ifroar.org

 ROAR Officers 2012-2015
President Bill Main VK4ZD 
Imm. Past President Pertti Kause EA7GSU / OH1SH 
Secretary Elwood Anderson AE5EA
Treasurer Ed Tyler N4EDT 
Webmaster Bill Main VK4ZD
Editor Richard Spingarn TI7/AA2UP
Regional Vice Presidents
Africa Max Raicha 5Z4MR
ANZO Peter Lowe VK3KCD
Asia Tim Masuda JH1NVZ
CENAEM Malcolm Campbell PA3AHC
RIBI Brian Whittaker G3LUW
SACAMA Contact EA7GSU 
USCB East Joe Spears AF1E 
USCB West Ken Demaray W8SOO  

ROAR Treasurer’s Report 
April 30, 2014

RECEIPTS

PayPal Activity

Country	 	 	 	 		Amount	 Fees	 Net

UK	 $	520.00	 ($20.88)	 $	499.12
AU	 130.00	 (5.67)	 124.33
NZ	 40.00	 -	 40.00
Isle	of	Mann	 40.00	 (1.86)	 38.14
JP	 20.00	 (1.08)	 18.92
??*	 20.00	 -	 20.00

Total	PayPal	Receipts	 770.00	 (29.49)	 740.51

Dues Checks
US	 	 80.00	 	 80.00

Wire Transfer from Japan
JP	 	 890.00	 	 890.00

Total	Receipts	 	 	 1,710.51

PayPal Disbursement

Reimbursement	 (263.00)	 (2.63)	 (265.63)

BANK ACCOUNT

Deposits

Opening	Deposit	 $	7,175.52
Deposit	XFer	from	Previous	Account	 325.10
Deposit	of	PayPal	Receipts	 740.51
Deposit	of	Dues	Check	 80.00
Deposit	of	Wire	Transfer	 890.00
Total All Deposits 9,211.13

Expenses

Reimbursement	transfer	to	PayPal	 (265.63)
Check	and	ledger	printing	 (61.44)
Wire	transfer	fee	 (15.00)
Reimbursement	for	postage	check	#0	 (24.75)
Total All Disbursements (366.82)

Ending Balance $ 8,844.31

*Jorge R. Ramirez $20 payment received	

  Respectfully	submitted,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ed	Tyler	N4EDT,	Treasurer

http://ifroar.org

