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This year has been interesting in many ways. Inevitably, a large focus was placed on having a 

substantial presence at the Sydney Rotary International Convention. The planning for this event was 

years in the making. Past Regional Vice-President Peter Lowe was heavily involved in the planning 

stage and in the final implementation of that planning.  

We were privileged to be able to use the call VI2R during the event. The Central Coast Amateur 

Radio Club made available their Club Station for us to remote control from the convention booth. 

They also made available their internet for us to use at their end. Telstra made available a dedicated 

internet connection at the convention booth location, but unfortunately failed to activate the port 

on the router which they expected us to use and so we were forced to rely on our own Telstra 4G 

internet service which was also being used heavily by convention attendees. The equipment we 

installed at the CCARC Club Station was an Icom ic-7000 with Expert amplifier running 400 watts into 

the CCARC’s antennas which included dipoles and a triband yagi. 

Lee VK3GK ably assisted us by running his own excellent station in parallel with the convention 

station and provided many cw contacts concurrently and on separate bands. 

The ROAR booth was a great success. The Wireless Institute of Australia provided much reading 

material for the thousands of visiting Rotarians and Hams from many countries introduced 

themselves and signed the visitors’ book. 

In Oct/Nov 2014 Diane and I took the opportunity to visit our ROAR friends in Japan. Both Shun and 

Tim ensured that we were made very welcome. Tim in particular organised a great deal of the 

itinerary. It had occurred to me that there had never been a visit to Japan by any ROAR president 

and so it was my wish to rectify that.  

There were 2 receptions held for Diane and I. The first was in Tokyo at our hotel’s restaurant – at the 

Ueno Parkside Hotel. It was a delightful mixture of some formality and a lot more fun and hilarity. 

Introductions were made all round between the dozen or so ROAR members and ourselves. I 

delivered a small speech in halting Japanese and we were then bestowed with many lovely gifts. The 

whole experience was truly wonderful. Our Japanese friends made us very welcome indeed. The 

many courses of food were most enjoyable as was the fine array of beers, wine and saki. 

The 2nd reception was held in Kyoto where the ROAR Japan President Hideki Ohno JG2TYQ was 

present. This reception was held in an office building owned by a ROAR member. The reception itself 

was catered for by regular staff at a special location in the building where a small stage was present 

to allow the Geisha and Maiko (trainee Geisha) to perform. I have to say that the grace of the Geisha 

was mesmerising. I expected her to be a rather staid person but she was hilarious. The food was 

truly excellent and obviously top shelf, as was the range of drinks including a very very smooth warm 

saki. 

Again there was a wonderful mixture of formality and hilarity. Hideki san was very welcoming and in 

spite of having no English there was a real sense of genuine friendship. Each of the members made a 

special effort to talk to us and we saw the ‘lighter’ side of our friends. It is common practice for the 



Maiko to leave her card in the shape of a tea-towel. Tim and some of the others (including us) were 

lucky enough to claim one. The Maiko had excellent (Kiwi) English as she had spent 4 years studying 

in New Zealand. It also needs to be said that Diane (VK4DI) was an absolute asset for me and helped 

to make us all feel very comfortable with each other; more than that, she was thoroughly well liked. 

Photos were taken and we were presented with some very special gifts before being placed in a taxi 

and sent back to our hotel. 

The following day, Sunday, we went to Osaka by train. Our host in Osaka was Kenichi Noguchi 

JA3LHL (he was at both receptions – in Tokyo and Kyoto). He met us in our hotel lobby at 6am on 

Monday morning and drove us to his club station in the Osaka mountains where we kept a sched 

with the ROAR Japan members on air at 0730 JA time on 7.077.5. Both Diane and I had the 

opportunity to exchange greetings and reports with the members who were on frequency. The 

protocol as a visitor was to use VK4ZD operating JJ3YBB. We became very proficient at saying 

‘Ohaiyo Gozaimasu’- Good Morning. 

The rest of our time in Osaka was spent buying ham radio equipment and sight-seeing with the 

assistance of Kenichi san and his friend who was an English speaking guide.  

This year (2015) was the 110th birthday for Rotary and so, in line with our desire to highlight Rotary 

and it’s goal to eliminate Polio worldwide we encouraged ROAR members to activate special event 

call-signs over Rotary’s birthday (February 23rd). Various ROAR members worldwide did so including 

OU0POLIO. In Australia we used VI110ROTARY. 

I wish to offer my personal thanks to each and all of the ROAR officers who have put in their time 

and effort on behalf of ROAR. 

My congratulations to our incoming President John (ZL2JPM) and his lovely wife Helen. I look 

forward to supporting them over the next 3 years. 

73 

Bill Main, VK4ZD. 

 


